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from the late report of "Association of Bap- 
tist churches" of this city. One church with 
a membership of 49. only 3 added by bap- 
tism during the year ; another whose mem- 
bership is 94, reports 5 baptisms for the 
year ; another 3 baptisms, membership 120 ; 
another 8 baptisms, membership 732. The 
entire association comprising 14 organiza- 
tions and a membership of 5,098 reports but 
175 baptisms. Comparing our work here 
with these statistics we would seem to have 
encouragement, notwithstanding the great 
disadvantage under which we have been com- 
pelled to labor. With a membership of less 
than 25 active members we have had 10 ac- 
cessions during the year. 

I must now close. Sister Lyon is quite ill 
at this writing, and I write these lines with 
many cares upon me while ministering at her 
bedside.    Pray for us. 

W. M. LYON. 

116 Fourth St., S. E. 

1  00 

Pledged for Washington City Church Property 

J. K. Leedy, Tom's Brook, Va.,       $ 
Miss Cora Snyder and S. S. Class, 

Enon Bethel church, Iowa, 7  75 
Previously reported, 503 53 

Total, $512   2! 

W. M. LYON. 

Church News 
Meyersdale Brethren Church 

Meyersdale Commercial. 

In the year 1881 a number of Progressive 
inclined German Baptist families organized 
a mission Sunday School in a small hall on 
Centre street with twenty-nine persons in at- 
tendance. The following Sunday the organ- 
ization met in Lincoln Hall on Main street 
where it soon became one of the nourishing 
schools of the town. Amongst the leading 
spirits of this Progressive movement were U. 
M. Beachly, M. D., Michael Hady, J. M. 
Olinger, Daniel Shultz, Sr., and others, who 
besides seeing the importance of a Progress- 
ive Sunday School, also saw the necessity of 
Progressive Gospel preaching, invited Bishop 
Henry R. Holsinger of Berlin who with oth- 
ers occasionally preached in the Sunday 
School hall. Lincoln Hall soon became 
entirely too small for these meetings and to 
better accommodate this growing good work 
a lot was purchased and the present commo- 
dious meeting house was erected thereon 
within the year. 

In the split that came into the German 
Baptist church at about this time this Pro- 
gressive movement was organized or rather 
re-organized into the Brethren church at 
Meyersdale, Pa., taking for her Creed the 
Bible, and observing the ordinances of the 
church as interpreted by Alexander Mack 
founder of the "Tunker" fraternity. The 
first regular pastor of the congregation was 
Rev. A. D. Gnagey, under whose fourteen 
years' able and successful pastorate the little 
beginning in Lincoln Hall became one of 
the  most   influential   congregations of   the 

BRETHREN EVANGELIST 

Brethren church in the Pennsylvania Con- 
ference ; this long and pleasant pastoral re- 
lation was severed when the National Con- 
ference of 1894 elected Rev. Gnagey Editor 
of church publications. 

In the spring of 1885 Rev. J. C. Mackey, 
Ph. D., of Hagerstown, Md., accepted a 
call; his pastoral relation ended three years 
later by Rev. Mackey resigning. 

The congregation then extended a call to 
Rev. John H. Knepper, of Berlin, Pa., who 
accepted and took charge April 1st, 1898, 
and is the present pastor. The congregation 
own a cosy parsonage situated on the same 
street near the church building. During 
these years the membership has steadily and 
surely pressed on in the Master's cause until 
today the Brethren church on Main street 
is one of the substantial and influential or- 
ganizations of the town. 

Program of the Union Meeting 
to be held in the Dunlaps church, near Goshen, 
Ind., December 31, '98, and Jan. i, '99. 

SATURDAY,  10:30 A.  M. 

Devotional, J. R. Keller. 
Miscellaneous business. 
Paper, "Grace."    Mrs. Lizzie Fisher. 
Quartette, Mrs. Ada Dunmier, Mrs. Belle 

Himebaugh, Mr. D. S. Riggle, Mr. Cyrus 
Miller. 

Paper, How secure the co-operation of 
the parents in the S. S. Binnia Robert. 
Discussion, S. Mountjoy. 

Report of churches. 

SATURDAY,   I : 30 P.  M. 

Devotional, Ezra Leedy. 
Paper, "What attitude shouid Christian 

young people take toward worldly amuse- 
ments?" Rebecca Blough, Mrs. Naney 
Sheets. 

Paper, "Importance of the pastoral visit, 
and how bring it into effect." O. T. Hime- 
baugh. 

General discussion. 
Duet, Wm. Wagner and daughter. 
Paper, "Should a brother make his minis- 

try a secondary matter ?" Mrs. Eliza A. 
Early.    General discussion. 

Query box. 
7 P. M., communion. 

SUNDAY 

9 : 30 A. M., Sunday-school. 
10 : 30 A. M., Sermon, L. A. Hazlett. 
6: 00 P. M., King's Children. 
7 :oo P. M., Sermon, A. S. Menaugh. 

L. A. HAZLETT, Pres. 
IDA A. SIMMONDS, Sec. 
Let the pastors be present. Show your 

members it is our meeting by your presence. 
Come to work, to learn, to be filled with spir- 
itual zeal and receive a blessing. 

Union Salem, Ind. 
We are progressing slowly. Have secured 

additional lights. Hope may help us see 
more clearly the true light,—Jesus, and the 
sinner an acceptance of the Savior. Begin a 
series of meetings the opening of the year. 
May there be a mighty demonstration of the 
power of Jesus to save. 

Nappanee.—Work moving.    Some visible 

signs of progress. A new bell to awaken 
drowsy members on a quiet Sunday morn, to 
impress punctuality in S. S. and church at- 
tendance, and to awaken sinners to the per- 
sonal call of the Master. May it inspire all 
who hear its tones, to a better life. 

L. A. HAZLETT. 

Hildebrand Items 
Having no particular charge, by invita- 

tion I took a little trip over to Highland 
church, Washington County, Pa. Preached 
a few sermons for them, and helped hold 
their communion meeting. During my stay 
among them I baptized the oldest brother I 
ever did baptize, eighty-seven past. To me 
this seems to be treating God very ungrate- 
fully indeed, but then God is very good and 
the old brother seemed to be very much in 
earnest. So if he proves faithful no doubt 
but he will receive a penny, comparatively 
speaking. 

In November I accepted a Macedonian- 
like call, "Come and help us." I went over 
to Green county, Pa., to help brother J. M. 
Murray of Aleppo in a series of meetings. 
Found our brother nobly engaged in the 
work already begun. So we did abrmt what 
we could for the cause of the Master for a 
short time preaching, praying, singing and 
inviting the people to accept Jesus as their 
Savior, until Sunday evening, December n, 
when we closed the meeting feeling sure that 
we had done nothing more than that which 
was our duty to do. During the meeting we 
had a very pleasant love feast with the best 
ot order and attention. Oar old veteran, 
Elder James A. Murray was able to attend 
part of the meetings and even help greatly 
in the work, as well as many others of God's 
dear children. Aleppo—yes this is the place 
where Brother Bowman and Brother Murray 
had the big revival two years ago. Perhaps 
this had something to do in not having more 
success. Only two were willing to accept 
the Lord. Well we had a good meeting. 
Praise the Lord. 

STEPHEN HILDEBRAND. 

326 Woodvale Ave., Johnstown, Pa. 

Jones Mills, Pa. 
I am glad to report one soul added to 

Christ's kingdom at Jones Mills. We began 
the revival here Tuesday evening, December 
6th. The interest has been growing stead- 
ily. We are looking for the Lord to do a 
great work here. 

MARCUS A. WITTER. 

Again at Work 
After several years of comparative idleness 

I have again ventured upon an active life in 
the Brethren ministry. With the beginning 
of 1899 I expect to begin work at Brighton, 
Ind. I may have subjected myself during 
the last few years to deserved criticism. If 
so, I can only ask forgiveness, but would in- 
vite critics to pray for me before they criti- 
cise too severely. Fallible, tho I am, I love 
the cause of Jesus. I love it because it is 
my only dependence for comfort and hope in 


